become too verbose and so shall end
with this Irish proverb:
“Always forget the troubles that pass
away. But never forget to remember
the blessings that come each day”.

From the Crows Nest
Festive Greetings Dear BPC,

Good News seemed not to be the order

“Glad tidings we bring, to you and your
Kin, we wish you a merry Christmas and
a Happy new Year”. (18th century Christmas carol-Anon)

of the day for most of this year of 2020,
and if I may add unprecedented in what
has transpired in my lifetime. For moi I
must confess far to many sad events,
Dieu Benisse and stay safe.
isolation, having to hear of the unprecedented number of the “crossing of the
Yours aye,
bar” of fellow matelots, saying farewell
to my eldest son who has now emigrat- Ancient Mariner
ed to Europe. The one highlight being
the arrival of my first grandchild. Yet
despite this and all the strange individual circumstances I/we have found ourselves in, and to quote Charles Dickens’
CONTENT
words once again “It was the worst of
Editor’s Letter
times, it was the best of times”. Yet despite this, and all we have had to endure
Letter from the Minister
this year which has almost past, we
Good News for BPC
once again celebrate the Glad Tidings of
In The Family
the miraculous birth of our Wonderful
Birthdays
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. I recently learned
Walking to health
that the words Glad Tidings appear in a
Youth Zone
great many Christmas carols, also many
Prayer Chain
popular modern Christmas songs were
Christmas Greetings
composed by Jewish artists, strange but
true This is je regrette also the last BellPrayers and Poems
press “Love letter” from Rod. His
Did You Know
monthly writings have been inspirationUltimate Strange Views
al to me. Mandy’s contribution this
Spread The News
month has kind of “rattled my tail feathers”. I have ashamedly become, to use
Church diary
a navy term “slack” and seriously need
Home Group List
to put “feet to tar”. As Polonius I have
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them at all. How about a
“blessed” Christmas and a
“prosperous” New Year? Can one
be prosperous but not
blessed? Can you be blessed and
not be prosperous? And how
much is “prosperous” – just
enough to cover each day’s daily
bread with some spread or should
we need meat and gravy with the
bread for our day’s to be
“prosperous”?!

Letter
from the
Minister
Dear friends,
I wish you a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year … for the last
time?! My sister hoped to spend
Christmas with me in Bellville this
year as, she said, “It is going to be
your last Christmas as a Minister” ?! She wasn’t happy when I
said she couldn’t come this year,
and I had not begun to think of
“my last things” and did she know
something I did not about me being a Minister?!

What I am really doing is avoiding
having to think and write about
that phrase “the last time”! This is
the last Christmas and New Year
letter I am writing as one of the
Ministers of BPC. It is my last love
letter to you as your Minister via
BellPress. It sounds so formal and
so final: the last one. And, I’m
afraid, it sort of puts a weightiness
on each word. If this is the last
word would it be right if it was
light and a bit funny – full of fun
and laughter? Or do last things
(especially when we know they are
the last things) have to be full of
wisdom and seriousness ?!

Oh, language can be confusing and
words can take on different meanings over time. I never use
“merry” – well, not “never” but
seldom. And if I did say someone
was “merry” I would be thinking
they were a bit
tipsy, and had had a bit too much
“hooligan juice”.
“Happy”, “Merry” and “Gay” used
to be pretty much the same but
you’ll agree, I think, someone who
is “gay” nowadays may not be
“merry” but could be happy.
I’m having fun playing with these
words and using ?! to raise a question about how we should use

So, let me spill out on these pages
some of my thoughts about Christmas, New Year and being your
Minister, whether it is for the last
time or not.
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and I love that we make a fuss of
lighting a candle and then another
one for the 4 weeks leading to
Christmas. I love our BPC 11pm
Communion service on the 24th of
December. I love the fuss of presents and special paper and I miss
sending and getting Christmas
cards. Emails and SMSes and
WhatsApps just can’t say “Blessed
Christmas!” the way a firm card
and beautiful picture of the Christmas manger can! I love that even
the poorest among us still also
want to bless the others and do so
with warm hearts and good wishes and a deeply meant “God bless
you”. I love Christmas trees –
most of them. I love BPC serving a
special meal and giving a big bag
of goodies to 200 homeless folk
and many hampers (I think over
50, I don’t really know) jam
packed with love and special
treats to our own members. I love
that families (mostly) try to gather
together. I love Christmas food! –
whatever that means to you.

*We (you, BPC and Mandy and
Rod) are likely to have several
goodbyes and “lasts” between
now and 02/05/2021 (our last
official Sunday) so let’s not rush.
*4 January 1980 was the 1st day
of being a Minister at BPC but was
not the start of my relationship
with BPC. I had preached at BPC a
couple of times in 1977 when I
was a chaplain in the Army at the
Castle in Cape Town. So I think 2
May 2021 will not be the end of
my relationship with BPC even if it
is our last Sunday.
*Does any “last” thing have to be
thé best of all things? Or is it, by
being thé last thing, automatically
not thé best? You may remember
Charles Dicken’s famous introduction to his novel “the tale of two
cities”: “It was the best of
times; it was the worst of
times”. And, certainly, Covid-19
has made life all over the whole
world the worst of times. Yet life
goes on and there is laughter and
merriment and prosperity and if
you “count your blessings, name
them one by one; it will surprise
you what the Lord has done”!

I am not such a “Happy New Year”
chap – I get the joy and celebration that we enter a whole new
year but something in deep me
really dislikes the “way of the
world” in welcoming the new year

I love Christmas. I love Advent
3

with so much booze. But don’t let
me dampen your spirits!

marvellous thing called LIFE.
I love being your Minister.
And I will always love BPC.

Oh dear, imagine if my last New
Year’s to you made you feel “he is
such an old party pooper
now!” No. No.

A very blessed Christmas and New
Year from Mandy and me.

Let’s celebrate Christmas and
New Year:

Yours Aye,

*Christ has come. Christ is
here. Christ will lead us on.
**Time is in His hands and so are
we and nothing can separate us
from the love of Christ Jesus.
***We have been blessed to be a
blessing so let’s not break that
chain.
****Nothing done for Jesus or in
His Name is ever done in vain (1
Corinthians 15:58). So there’s no
real “last” occasion. All is gathered and remembered and
blessed by Jesus.
*****He is thé Way, thé Truth
and thé life. So please enjoy this
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Very good news for BPC
The Presbytery of the Western Cape approved of Bellville
Presby’s Call to John Comninos at the meeting of the Presbytery on Tuesday the 8th of December. The plan is John will
now begin his work at our congregation on the 18th of January 2021 and his official service of induction as Minister will
be on Sunday the 7th of February 2021 at 14:30.
And now a little something about John.
John is one of 3 children, he has a brother and a sister and his father is with the
Lord and mommy lives with her sister and they stay in Paarl. John’s brother is the
Rev. Dr. Raoul Comninos the Presby Minister at Tygerberg Presby church. Our current confirmation class is a joint class between BPC and TPC and Raoul has been
responsible for the vast majority of the course.
John has been a Minister for 18 years and, in addition to his theological studies and
qualifications for the Ministry, he has a Master’s Degree in Clinical Pastoral Counselling. This makes him one of our very gifted Ministers with a sound Biblical
knowledge and an ability to communicate the Christian faith so well. He is also a
professional counsellor including counselling young children. After being Minister
at St George’s Presby Church in Wellington, Western Cape John left the parish ministry for several years to counsel full time. This counselling was mostly in a programme of rehabilitation for people with the most serious of drug addictions. If
you want to know why John was so skilled with this it is because of the excellent
combination of head and heart that he has. When Solomon asked God for wisdom
he actually asked God, in a literal translation of his words, for “a heart that sees” –
John Comninos has that.
He is divorced and has 3 daughters who he still looks after and provides for and
with whom, including his former wife, has very good relationships. John is an excellent preacher and very easy to listen to and is just good company in general.
He comes from a family of very artistically gifted people - his father an artist and
the art director for NASPERS, his mother an art teacher. The family has a great love
of music and are all good singers and they have a wide taste and knowledge of
church/worship and other music. John loves to read widely and cooks pretty well.
John Comninos is a good Minister.
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In the Family
CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Sinazo and Molemo Leokaoke on the birth of their beautiful
daughter, Oarabile on 20th July! God’s richest blessings to you all.

Just to let you know that Heinrich and Denise Asch are proud grandparents
again. Little Sophia was born on the 24th November to Gareth and Renate.
Mziwethu Cennedy Zali married Sthandiwe Malinga on the 24th
of October.

And so special, Brian and Addy Feldman will be celebrating
their 65th Wedding Anniversary on the 16th December.

A special happy birthday to Jan le Roux who turns 80 on 29 Jan
2021

CONDOLENCES

†

Our sincere and heartfelt condolences to Rod who’s beloved older sister,
Angela Botsis, passed away suddenly on Sunday 22nd November.
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Tamsyn Swart, one of our young members (she’s played piano for our
evening worship for some time), will graduate with her MBChB from
University of Stellenbosch on 14 December! Congratulations ,
Dr Swart – your hard work, diligence and commitment over 6 years
was an example to many. God bless you as you start your work at
Groote Schuur Hospital in the new year.
“BPC has been privileged to have Tamsyn play piano in leading our
worship for our (mostly) evening services for the past 3 years. Tamsyn
was very keen to become involved despite a heavy study schedule as a
medical student.
But this didn’t deter her – she attended Thursday evening worship
practices to get to know the songs; she was happy to play where
needed and the evening service became her regular slot. She became
a part of the worship team always willing to give of her best and we
were the richer for it – I know the congregation felt that too!
Thank you, Tamsyn - you’ve been a blessing in using your musical
gifts for us at BPC”.

Good news from heaven the angels bring, Glad tidings
to the earth they sing: To us this day a child is given,
to crown us with the joy of heaven.-Martin Luther
7

December Birthday
Greetings
1

Ulinde de Jager

7

Ashley Fourie

André Coetzee

8

Ignatius Ticha

2

Kaylin Stevens

9

Cara Gie

3

Chelsea
Abrahams

10

Brian Feldman

14

Ludmila Frank

Lauren Michaels
4

Hazel Plant

5

Brendon
Abrahams
Wilma Beukes
Siphamandla
Makhambi

Lynette Visagie

Jessica
Swanepoel

25

Alida Bosman
Emmanuella
Ticha

Isabella Rudman

Jeanette Ungerer

17

Hein Louwrens

19

Emma Hendricks
Chantel Köhler

Marie Hasse
Maureen
McLachlan

23

28

Gary Kirk
Charl Lehmann
8

Linda Pianizzola
André Swart

29

Chimwemwe
Chibambo

29

Caleb Coetsee
Arno Swanepoel

Donald Buchan
Odilia Ticha

21

Kyle Brown
Joyce Kanyerere

Jaclyn Downing

20

26

Adele Gaillard

16

Liezl Fourie
Karen Kirk

Leon Conradie

Lieb Venter

Debbie Pepper
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25

Patricia Welman

Tony Downing

Cheryl-Ann
Gaillard

Christiaan
Opperman

Anthea Dorman

Sibabalwe Stofile

Zac Conradie

24

31

Anna Davidson

January Birthday Greetings
1

Michaela Lilley

9

Clive Peck
Jonathan
Vercuiel
2

Lynette du Raan
Gordon Groves
Lynette van der
Westhuizen

3

Valerie Luyt

4

Anthony Corrigall

5

Pepetua Fowang

Marlene Botha

7

Antoinette
Donaldson

Len Goodchild

Caryl de Krielen

14

Nathaniel Köhler

Hannelore Leite

14

Dirk von Zeuner

Pauline Smith

15

Luke Davidtz

James
van Eyssen

Blake Lerm
23

Jaco de Jager
16

Rebekah
Lumsden
17

Marelize
Badenhorst

24

Julian Matthews

26

Thea Kleu

27

Olga Bloomfield

27

Guy Brown

28

Devi-Sankree
Petersen

29

Jan le Roux

Jack Watermeyer
Louise
Winterbach
19

Cathy Armstrong

Jake Petzer
30

Claire van der
Westhuizen
19

Terrance
Wheatley

20

Terry Brown
9

Gideon le Roux

Rainer
van Leeuwen

Gabrielle
de Villiers
Taryn Lilley

Clara Ticha
8

22

Dirk Bruwer

Matthew Vercuiel
Mark Adonis

Lynette Rodwell

13

Ria Simons

7

Christine Lamb

Kirsten Wolfaardt

Mariska Vorster
6

21

11

Shaun Lee
Stander
Samantha
Theron

Dylan Goldsmith

Peter Martin
Estelle Snyders
Kobus
Swanepoel

31

Anthea Petersen

Walking her way to health
they could talk nonstop while walkyears old to be exact), Olga Bloom- ing. What a feat! (excuse the pun).
field, has walked almost three
Olga says they started with fast
quarters around the world over the walking 7-8kms at a time but now
past 27 years! Read on to be inthey’re older and walking at a much
spired…
slower pace, covering between 1113 kms three times a week. “We
Olga started to walk at the Run/
talk so much that before we know
Walk for Life Club Welgemoed in
1993 (27 years ago) and joined the it, we’ve covered 11 – 12 kms,” she
says.
Durbanville branch in September

One of our older members (81

2000. She has walked a total of
29,000 km up to now – 10 times
the distance from Cape Town to
Pretoria and back. What an
achievement!

And here’s the lesson from Olga:
“Just because you are old does not
mean you can’t walk. You can walk
as far or as little as you like, as long
as you walk. I’m so healthy, I’m
worried I will never die,” she
At first Olga and her neighbour
laughs. She recovered swiftly from
started to walk casually in their
suburb but after a while decided to an operation for colon cancer and
put that down to her walking that
join the local Run/Walk for Life
Club, where she also met her walk- keeps her fit.
ing partner, Tineke Singels, with
Olga emphasises the fact that her
whom she still walks today. They
walking is not all about exercise,
eventually became friends with
but that she has also made many
other walkers and named themfriends over the years. She plans to
selves the “Walkie Talkies” because keep walking for a long as she can.
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This energetic lady also takes part
actively in her Neighbourhood
Watch, patrolling when her duty
comes up. She feels strongly that
everyone must do their bit to keep
their neighbourhood safe.

can imagine that anyone receiving
a visit from Olga would be left feeling inspired, encouraged and motivated.
May God give you many more happy “walking” years, Olga.

Olga loves reading (especially thrill- Mandy Botsis
ers and romance novels) and is also
a qualified ballet teacher who
taught in Durbanville for over 13
years. She’s been a faithful and
committed member of BPC for
many years and served on the Pastoral Team for much of that time. I
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trapped in distressing dysfunctional
family situations and abusive relationships, from which normal school
attendance would have offered some
respite. Please pray earnestly, daily,
for our young ones, that the Holy
Spirit would empower us and grant us
wisdom to uplift and encourage them
and help them to cope. One of our
young students, Alice Kanyerere,
shared wise words: “Just getting
through this year has been a worthwhile achievement - it has taught us
to be stronger and to persevere, to
adopt healthy habits and to take care
of ourselves.”

Youth
Zone
This is the time of year when we usually report back on activities and congratulate learners and students on
their achievements, but as most exams and awards ceremonies have
been delayed, we’ll hopefully catch up
in the new year. Please do send any
news to share as it arises, either directly to me at 083 4939 623 or to
Audrey Coetzee at 081 043 9313.

On a lighter note …

Most of the young people from BPC
and elsewhere with whom I have been
in contact report that this has been a
stressful year for them. There have
been not only the expected problems
with coping academically, but also a
sense of isolation and loneliness, and
of loss and of opportunities missed:
the last inter-schools event, selection
for school, provincial and national
sports teams, opportunities to develop leadership skills as prefects or
team captains, choir tours and competitions, nurturing relationships with
peers and teachers, healthy competition in all fields to hone skills and build
character … and while many families
have relished the extra time together,
and feel that they have been blessed
in many unexpected ways which they
would not have missed for anything,
there are those who have been

Congratulations to Tamsyn Swart,
who will take the Hippocratic Oath
and be awarded her MBChB at a
scaled down graduation ceremony at
the Tygerberg Campus of the University of Stellenbosch in December. Two
years of Internship and a year of
Community Service still lie ahead for
Tamsyn, whose year group sadly have
been deprived of many of the normal
opportunities to gain practical experience during their final year. Tamsyn
has provisionally been allocated to
Tygerberg Hospital for next year, but
is hoping to be placed a little further
afield. Her brother, Dr Matthew
Swart, is finishing his Community Service year in Zastron, and is in the process of investigating opportunities to
12

gain further experience abroad. Destine Ticha, studying Nursing at UWC, is
another of our hard-working Health
Science students who is relieved to
reach the end of a trying year. Please
pray for all young people embarking on
careers in this field!
Congratulations to Angelique KabweMeba, in matric at Maitland High
School, who won an Argus Quiz Award
… definitely a young lady to remember
when assembling a team for the next
BPC Quiz Evening!
One of our young members, Estelle le
Roux, has recently returned to the
Northern Suburbs after establishing
her reputation as a chocolatier in the
Plettenberg Bay area. Please support
her by following her business, Chocolat
du Coeur, on Facebook, where she regularly posts a menu of the delicious
treats she has available, or contact her
at 081 594 0255 to place orders. Her
dark chocolate salamis are absolute
perfection!
Thank you to Marelize Badenhorst for
her encouraging contribution:
Camp 2021 - IT’S HAPPENING!
Dear BPC
It is with great pleasure that I can confirm that we will be having our 2021
BPC/TPC Family Camp from 5-7 March
2021. Camp forms are available at the

office, and will be circulated on the
WhatsApp group. Simonsberg Christian Centre graciously gave us the 2020
rates for next year, so members can
expect to pay the same as last year. If
anyone has questions, please feel free
to contact our office, or send me a
WhatsApp on 0728520157.
With this year being the strangest and
most unnatural year ever, there can be
no better way to find your feet in the
new year than by spending it in the
company of friends and family in
Christ. We have come to love
Tygerberg Presbyterian Church as our
close relatives in the Northern Suburbs, and we enjoy our time together.
This camp will mark Rod and Mandy’s
last camp with us before Rod retires. It
is with tenderness and deep love for
these two remarkable people that we
will spend time with and enjoy one
another for a whole weekend for the
last time.
As COVID 19 ravages the year 2020, I
am reminded afresh that the only thing
that truly matters when the storms of
life hit hard are those around you, your
loved ones, the body of Christ, your
family at BPC and at home. I, for one,
miss you all deeply, and look forward
to this camp as one would to going
home and seeing your parents and siblings after a long absence.
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I miss seeing our children running after
a ball and shouting enthusiastically,
and seeing teens inspiring and awing
the younger children. I miss coffee and
marshmallows and songs around the
camp fire. I miss quiz night and the
Gush family’s competitive gaming
streak coming to the fore, or seeing
our church “grandparents” sitting under the trees, heads bent over tea and
meaningful conversation. I miss the
sunrise devotions and hearing people’s
testimonies as the sun comes up over
the Stellenbosch mountains. I miss the
hiking, swimming, the braai on Sunday,
and I miss worshipping, learning,
laughing and crying with you all.

home through traffic, letting him blow
off steam. His last lament caught me
completely off guard. “The first thing I
am going to do when COVID is over,”
he said, and I waited for a young boy’s
list of fun activities, “is I am going to
hug my grandparents.” He sighed
deeply as one spent, and I cried as we
drove on, filled with love for this child
who gets it right at such a tender age.
BPC, come to the camp.
Just come and be loved.
Yours in Christ
Marelize
Estelle Strydom

A couple of weeks ago, my son, Tjaart,
plucked his face mask off as he
stepped into the car, agitated by the
heat and the frustrations of school during the COVID pandemic with social
distancing, no play and no sport. He
vented in a flurry of words starting
with, “I wish…”. I kept quiet and drove

Do not let the Christians around
you wonder when souls are
saved, but urge them to believe in the undiminished power of the glad tidings, and teach them to marvel if no saving result follow the delivery of the
testimony of Jesus.
Charles Haddon Spurgeon
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Dear BPC family,
This has not been a easy year for our church and its members. We have had
illness, death loss of jobs and many more and jet we have stood strong. Our
church and all its different ministries have kept on functioning where possible. Our minister, secretary and admin, pastoral carers, children’s ministry, just
to mention a few have always been available and ready to serve.
This ministry the Prayer Chain was very blessed as there is no personal contact
necessary. We are a phone call or watts app message away.
First port of call is our secretary during her office hours after that feel free to
phone me or Caroline Fourie we are the only people that can get request for
prayers started.
We have the most dedicated prayer warriors ready to talk to our Lord on your
behalf. CONFIDENTIALITY IS THE KEY WORK IN OUR MINISTRY. It is completely up to you to reveal the circumstances for the prayer request, all we
need is a name, and we will pray for that person of ONE WEEK. Please remember to give us feedback on the situation as we would also like to thank our Lord
for hearing our prayers.
This ministry is separate to the Pastoral ministry whom ask for prayers in the
weekly news letter.
If you are interested in joining this ministry please give me a call.
My sincere thanks to Caroline who stepped in, Lydia and ALL the prayer warriors who carried me through a very difficult year.
THANK YOU AND MAY GOD BLESS .
To you our church family we The Prayer Chain which you a peaceful Christmas
and a very blessed and healthy 2021.
I lift my eyes to the hills where does my help came from? My help comes from
the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. His love endures forever.
Betty Wustmann
Prayer Chain Co-ordinater.
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From L to R: Patience, Flora, Lydia, P

From all of us in the office
Christmas and a peacefu
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PRAYERS
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being Christians. The name alone
was a sufficient death warrant.

Did you
Know?

Some of the problems of the early
church still persist to this day, so
let’s consider how they were resolved. These problems included the
following:

Persecution in the Early Church
During this year I have followed the
theme of the lives of the apostles
and how many of them lost their
lives as a result of their faith. Early
Christians expected suffering: Christ
had died on the cross so there was
no higher honour than to imitate
that death through accepting martyrdom. Beginning as a despised,
illicit sect, Christianity endured three
centuries of hostility to emerge as
the dominant force in the Roman
Empire.

Racial tensions between Jews
and Gentiles which were resolved by the disciples appointing deacons to care for
the needs of all (Acts 6: 1-7).
Today ministers can look to
deacons or elders to help in
the ministry of the local
church by ministering to
everyone without partiality.
Resisting the authority of the
Roman government which
was resolved by declaring
that God’s will is for all believers to ‘be subject to the
governing authorities’ (Romans 13: 1-7).
Matthew 22:23 recounts
that when the Pharisees
tried to trap Jesus by asking
Him whether it was right to
pay the imperial tax or not,
He replied,’ So give back to

How was it that the church underwent such sacrifices? The Roman
religion was not intolerant; Rome
had accepted deities from Italy and
Asia Minor on the grounds that their
rites, even if barbarous, were sanctified by ancient tradition. Despite this
tolerance, by the early second century the Roman governor or Bithynia
(on the Black Sea) had no hesitation
in sending for immediate execution
those who had been denounced as
20

Caesar what is Caesar’s,
and to God what is God’s.’
Today the church still maintains that believers should
be taught to respect their
government and pay their
taxes even if disagree with
the practical policies.

church and how they were
resolved, as well as how
they relate to the present
day church. This gives us
insight into how God and
His Word can bring solutions to the problems of the
church, whether it’s in the
first century or the twentyfirst century!

Perversion of the Gospel, which
was resolved by not turning
away from the grace of
Christ (Galatians 1:6-10)
and this relates to the
church today by warning
believers staying away from
the true Gospel of Christ
and being discerning of the
preaching they hear. We
are blessed that the motto
at BPC is ‘Christ centred,
Spirit filled and Bible
based.’

[Sources: https://www.christianitytoday.com/
history; https://
www.pastordanrussel.com]

Myf Steynberg

These are just a few of the
problems in the early

!

KINDLY SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES
FOR INSERTION IN THE FEBRUARY
MAGAZINE BY NO LATER THAN
WEDNESDAY 20 JANUARY 2021
…. Ed
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Ultimate
Strange
Views
Some of you would remember the
panic and anxiety which arose during late 1999 about the 2YK problem, the Millennium bug it was
called. The perceived issue was
that the 00 digits in 2000 was indistinguishable from those in the year
1900 and the worry was that we
would mess up, and even lose all
our stored information. Governments realised that something had
to be done and spend huge
amounts of money to prevent a
formatting and stored data disaster.
My family, and that of my wife’s
brother camped at Midmar dam in
KZN for the New Year and I can remember the big panic around what
will
happen to our computers at midnight; it spoiled the new year celebrations somewhat. And then, a
minute past midnight, with our laptops started up, nothing strange
had happened, our laptops worked
as before. Many people thought it

was a myth, not knowing that a lot
of hard work in the form of IT specialist hours in the USA, UK and India prevented a mess. Some failures
did happen during the beginning of
2000 such as a 104-year-old man
who was invited to register at a kindergarten but because the problem
was known, such hick-ups could be
fixed relatively fast.
Why do I go back 20 years to talk
about anxiety? We are starting a
new year soon and after what had
happened across the world in 2020,
many people are concerned and
wonder what sort of year lies
ahead. Apart from the COVID-19
pandemic, the normal problems of
life in South Africa such as financial
stability, health and crime lie ahead,
and we don’t know when our lives
will return to “normal”. An exciting
and unusual year lies ahead for BPC
as well. Our outgoing Teaching Elder will be quick to tell us that worrying about a new year is nothing
new; his people, the Greeks, already
had a word for it – neoannophobia.
And together with futurephobia,
many people could be a bit down22

year. How many volunteers does it
take to run a church? No one knows
because no church has ever had
enough. Without members volunteering, a church will slow down
fast. We owe it to ourselves, to our
incoming and outgoing minister and
to our Lord. One of the biggest misconceptions about the role of a minister is that their job is to do all the
work, and our job to sit and listen.
That’s not the way it’s supposed to
work. We all have much we can
give; each of us has special gifts
which would be a benefit to any of
the divisions of our congregation.
One small challenge I see is for us to
start coming to live services as allowed under the COVID rules. This
currently means a total of 250+
members per Sunday for the three
services. I write this to myself also
and don’t think it’s too difficult to
achieve. The social interaction at
services is such a wonderful way to
generate positive meaning in our
lives and in those of the service
leaders, musicians and minister. In
any case, we are wired to connect
with one another. Good attendances at services in 2021 will also be a

hearted and worried about the new
year. I am of the opinion that unwell and older people might be
more apprehensive as they go into
a new year – and less excited about
the festivities and presents. During
the past month a few of my cheese
friends have dropped in to talk
about their fear for their personal
and business future under the current and 2021 conditions. The
thing with fear is that it separates
and isolates people and makes
them wonder about the meaning of
their lives. I always see orange
lights go on when I ask some of my
friends how they are, and they reply with “staying busy”. Staying
busy only is not a good option in
life; contributing to your and other
people’s lives is a better option.
Being active in the life of one’s
church is such an ideal way to
move past inaction and anxiety
while bringing joy to yourself and
others. Our BPC is in for an exciting
year and can do with everybody’s
involvement and support. There is
no reason to be anxious about it,
just get involved and connect with
other members to make it a great
23

way of thanking all the members
who did such a great job to bring us
virtual services, Sunday school included, every week since the beginning of lockdown. I enjoy the virtual services and many times I would
watch it twice just to make sure
that I have understood the sermon
properly, but we have to return to
live services as soon as possible
within the rules.

just think how helpful honest feedback must be to him. It is also an
ideal opportunity to ask about any
opposing “truths” one has experienced while studying the Bible.
Fact is that any encouraging feedback is great. A minister is a person like any of us – with a special
gift to be a beggar between us and
the Lord. For me it is simple – get
to know him and then become his
friend. I can imagine that it could
be one of the loneliest professions;
to always be the leader, the guide,
the one with all the answers, it
cannot be a walk in the park at all
times. A minister needs friends to
laugh with, to cry with if necessary
and to help him in his own spiritual
journey. Not all of us can do it but
I always think it must be very satisfying for a minister if members
bring friends and family to a service. It shows that one is so happy
and satisfied with your spiritual
leader that you want others to also
experience it. I am not a social media animal but recognise the benefit of it if used correctly and on the
odd occasion I have received a sermon of a friend’s minister to which

The fact that we will have an outgoing and incoming minister early
in 2021 demands that every member should support them as much
as possible on a personal level. We
have had enough guest ministers
through the years at our congregation to understand that ministers
come in many styles and types, but
one thing is for sure – they all need
our support, and it can be done in
very easy ways. Listen attentively
to the sermons; it only asks for 20 –
25 of concentration. This is a sign
of solidarity and that you believe in
what they are saying and that it is
valuable and worth your time. I
think feedback after a sermon must
be great for a minister. If listening
attentively is an encouraging deed,
24

I reciprocated with a YouTube one
of mine. I felt good when this happened. And then, most important
of all, pray for your minister.

Watching God work
Kobus MULDER

I’m looking forward to 2021
because I know who my real leader
is – I don’t have to vote and wait for
the outcome of an election – I have
chosen Him a long time ago already.
And so, did all of you which means
our future is as bright as our faith.
Let go of 2020 and go for the
future – 2021.
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the right hand seat, to get him
ready to work as a supervisory pilot.
Supervisory pilot work means that
Mark will be sitting in the co-pilots
seat, supervising and acting as a
resource person for another pilot
who has just been ungraded to the
Caravan. This pilot has been on the
Tchad programme for 3 years flying
smaller aircraft and has now completed their Caravan training and
has been signed off for operations
by the MAF Training Captain. MAF
SOPS require for them to be accompanied or supervised by a senior
MAF pilot for a certain period after
training to ensure that they have
settled down into their new role as a
Caravan captain.

Spread
The Word
For this final Bellpress of 2020, we
bring you up to date news from the
wonderful, hardworking and devoted missionaries that BPC helps support financially and with ongoing
prayer.
This from Mark and Lorraine Liprini
(Mission Aviation
Fellowship):
We want to thank each one of you
so much for walking this very slow
journey with us this year, this year
where we have all had to learn to
be a whole lot more patient than
we usually are! We value each one
of you.

Mark and Lorraine give thanks for:
We Thank and Praise the Lord that
Mark is back at work again. Praise
that the Ugandan team are flying
again, and that as a result a time
frame for our move there has now
been set Just Praise that the Lord is
so very awesome! Prayer items: For
continued good health for both of us
during these times. That the Lord
will continue to protect Lorraine on
her own at home, Safe travels home

In August, when we last wrote, we
were working our way through the
tedious process required to get to
Tchad. It all came together, and
Mark finally arrived on the 11th
September. He spent a week in
quarantine at the MAF compound
in Ndjamena and started work on
the 18th September with an hour
and a bit of refresher flying, from
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One way in which A2A encourages
kingdom business owners and their
households in Africa is by praying
for them. To this end prayer days
were held in May, July and September with some of the Madagascar
Kingdom business owners joining
the South African contingent in July
and September.

for Mark later this month
UGANDA!! The best news is that
the Ugandan program has been
given permission to start operations again after 6 months on the
ground, due to Covid. HUGE answers to prayer. SO, we have been
told that our move to Uganda is
now most definitely right after
Christmas. Exact dates haven’t
been set yet, but it will most likely
be during the first week or two of
January 2021. In the meantime, we
have submitted all our paperwork
(including those police clearances
from the last newsletter) to the
Ugandan authorities to start preparing our work permits for when
we do arrive.

The repurposing business course
has begun again in Madagascar in
September and they hope to complete the final 3 of 5 modules by
the end of 2020. Please pray for
this course as this represents a
unique opportunity to respond to
the Gospel in the business sector.
Andre and Peggy Kritzinger
(Operation Mobilisation)

Marlene (Africa Inland
Mission)

Although 2020 has been very hard,
some positive aspects they have
experienced are:

Marlene is director of Africa2Africa
connections, the purpose of which
is to enable kingdom businesses to
serve the peoples of Africa by
equipping, empowering, connecting and supporting African believers who are crossing borders, to
live for the glory of God, where He
has placed them.

Development of social-media
meetings on Zoom and Teams.
Churches becoming more active
with posting their sermons
online and working in the community to meet the needs of
the poor and homeless.
Andre and Peggy regard the follow27

ing as highlights of their days:

blessed Christmas and know the
Lord’s presence every day of their
lives. Please pray for their work as
well as the many material and
emotional needs with which they
often have to contend.

Monday and Thursday mornings
when they join the OM staff
prayer and devotion
The monthly global day of prayer
hosted by OM international
Thursday evening OM prayers for
the nations via Zoom where
people from all over the world
take part
They also attended the OM annual
staff conference 18-19 September via Teams

If you feel led to support any of
these missionaries financially,
please contact the Church office.
Katie
and Deidré

Please pray for Joshua, Zea, Brandon and Chantel who Andre and
Peggy are mentoring and guiding
regarding different mission opportunities within OM.
Finally:
BPC love these missionaries who
serve so wholeheartedly and our
prayer is that they will have a

Evangelion (that we call the gospel) is a Greek word
and signifieth good, merry, glad and joyful tidings,
that maketh a man’s heart and makes him sing,
dance and leap for joy.—William Tysdale.
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ACCOMMODATION
Lavender Cottage in McGregor
offers a tranquil stay at the top
end of the village in its
Thyme Out Self-catering and
Rosemary & Thyme B&B units.
Contact Mariana on 023 625 1060 /
082 871 1114; mariana@joyofgiving.co.za
Domestic Worker Training
Domestic Bliss: Accredited Superior Training Academy offers
training for Domestic Workers in
1) Elementary/Advanced Cooking; 2) Baking;
3) Household Management;4) Laundry Skills;
5) Child Care; and 6) Home Based Care (Frail Care)
2

Enquiries: 021 948 0117/0829764070
info@domesticblissct.co.za
26 Vrede Street, Unit 4, Vrede Park

SEWING
For alterations to garments, curtains and bedding, and making of new
garments, please contact
Marlene Botha on
082 711 7408.
30

Avon Products
Contact Kim on 0721900226
for all the latest specials.
Very reasonable prices.

Wills drafted free for BPC members
only. Please contact Van der Linde
Attorneys 021 949 3619
for an appointment.

Jan Viljoen is willing to HOUSE SIT AND/OR
PET SIT while you are away from home especially over School Holidays.
Contact Ian on 0748402030.

Knitted Items
Elize Visser knits beautiful scarves,
fingerless gloves and warm bedsocks.
Phone: 0219452896

Painter - Marcel 083 658 1609

Cakes - Jenny Gaillard makes cakes
for special occasions: weddings,
21st birthdays etc. Call her on
(H)0219499205 or 0741961946

Painting indoors and out, waterproofing,
high pressure hose cleaning & tiling.
Good references!

City Flooring - We specialise in
laminated flooring and carpeting.
Contact Dirk Bruwer 0832703440

Reliable Technician - Frans vd Merwe
Fixes stoves, fridges, washing machines, etc:
Contact: 0732144694
School Readiness

ONLY RUSKS - Order your bran or
buttermilk rusks @ R50 per packet
of 20 from Erna 072 805 6964

School readiness programme that provides
holistic development for the child to better
equip them before they go to school.
Have fun while developing and learning.

Framing - Alan Raubenheimer from
"Fine Edge" for all your framing needs.
Call 0219140961

Contact Michelle Retief on
0839433058

Builtrite: for all your property needs.

Fitness - HR FITNESS:
Pilates and Toning classes. Wednesday
mornings in the Lingen Street Hall.
Contact Helena Robinson on
0824717288

Contact Matthew Bauermeister on
0794247624 or per Fax 0219793629
m.mb@live.co.za

Proofreading service
Holiday Accommodation Plettenberg Bay:
On the banks of the Keurbooms River.
Modern fully equipped deluxe accommodation.
Sleeps 4 with spacious bedrooms (1 Queen
and 1 twin beds both en-suite).
Excellent rates. Contact Cindy on 0829256414.
www.kriver.co.za

Reasonable rates
and good turnaround time.
I have experience in proofreading newspaper and magazine articles, websites,
blogs, social media and school textbooks.
Contact Cherry on 083 333 1865
or lockbuck@gmail.com
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